
Entertainment & Resorts. Within the WGAL viewing 
area he is best known as host of "A Wild Moment," 
a 2-minute nature vignette that has aired on the                     
Friday, 5:30 p.m., newscast since 1995. You can view 
his News 8 Wild Moment segments on WGAL:  
http://www.wgal.com/wildmoments/index.html. 

Wendy Brister is the owner of Harvey’s Gardens, a 
native plant nursery in Wrightsville, PA.  In addition 
to growing plants, Wendy assists green industry 
companies with social media marketing, teaches 
Herbaceous Plants I and II at HACC Harrisburg, 
speaks to garden clubs and other groups, and                
gardens on four acres with her family, dogs and                
chickens! 

Diane Oleson is a Natural Resources Educator in 
York County and the Coordinator for the County’s 
Gypsy Moth Suppression Program. She is a biologist 
by training, holding a BS from Penn State University 
and an MS from the SUNY Brockport. Ms. Oleson 
conducts educational programs on private drinking 
water safety, watershed issues, pond management, 
and invasive species. Prior to joining Penn State 
Extension, Ms. Oleson was the Coordinator for New 
York Sea Grant’s National Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Clearinghouse.  

Barbara Pleasant born and raised in Mobile, Ala-
bama, Barbara Pleasant is "one of America's most 
trusted garden writers" (Cheryl Long, editor-in-chief 
of Mother Earth News magazine). In 2012, Barbara 
won two Silver Awards for Superior Writing from 
the Garden Writers Association – one for her       
Gardening Know-How column in Mother Earth 
News, and another for her blog at GrowVeg.com. 
Barbara has written numerous books and e-books 
on a wide range of subjects from vegetables to 
weeds.  Her newest book Starter Vegetable                 
Gardens, provides plans, guidance and techniques 
to guarantee a successful garden, starting in the 
very first season.  Barbara’s website is                                                    
barbarapleasant.com. 

This publication is available in alternative media upon 
request. 
 

Penn State is committed to affirmative action, equal 
opportunity, and the diversity of its workforce. 

   
About our speakers: 
 

Jessica Walliser    Jessica co-hosts “The  Organic       
Gardeners” on KDKA-Radio in Pittsburgh, PA. She is a 
former contributing editor for Organic Gardening 
magazine and a regular contributor to Fine Garden-
ing, Urban Farm, Popular Farming, Hobby Farms and 
Hobby Farm Home magazines. Jessica writes two 
weekly gardening columns for the Pittsburgh Trib-
une-Review, and her fourth book, Attracting Benefi-
cial Bugs to the Garden: A Natural Approach to Pest 
Control, was released by Timber Press in December 
of 2013. Jessica received her  degree in ornamental 
horticulture from The Pennsylvania State University, 
and she is the former owner of a 25 acre organic 
market farm. She also serves on the faculty of 
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens where 
she’s been teaching for nearly 20 years. 

Claudia West is the ecological sales manager at North 
Creek Nurseries, a wholesale grower in Landenberg, 
PA specializing in the production of Eastern US native 
plants. Claudia holds a Master’s Degree of Landscape 
Architecture and Regional Planning from the Tech-
nical University of Munich, Germany. Claudia’s work 
is centered on the development of stable, layered 
planting designs and the desire to bring American 
native plants back into our landscape and making 
them widely acceptable. In cooperation with the 
team at North Creek Nurseries, Claudia developed 
the first plant-community based design tool and   
established numerous test and evaluation plantings 
to further evolve the concept of mixed planting           
designs with native species. 
 

Jack Hubley has been a multimedia advocate for the 
natural world for more than 30 years. A lifelong         
resident of Lancaster County in southeastern                 
Pennsylvania, he is devoted to educating his                   
audiences about the natural world through his               
weekly nature vignettes on television, his traveling 
Wild Neighbors Lecture Series, and as program                
director of The Falconry  Experience for Hershey              

 

 

Directions to the York 

County School of Technology 

York County School of Technology is located at 
2179 S. Queen St, York, PA., just south of the 
Queen Street exit of Interstate 83. 

From Rt. I-83: Take Queen Street south exit. (Exit 
16A). Follow Queen St. to the first signal light. Turn 
left onto Pauline Drive. Get in the right lane and 
take the first right into the school parking lot.                 
Immediately turn right again and go to the front of 
the school. Enter through the main entrance. 

 

A Continuing Education Series for Gardeners 
Sponsored by 

York County Master Gardeners 

http://extension.psu.edu/york/programs/master

-gardener 

 

Grow Your Gardening 

Knowledge! 

Saturday, March 8, 2014 

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

York County School of Technology 

Proudly Presents: 

     Printed on recycled paper 

 
 GardenWise registration                    

includes: 

 Resource folder at check-in 

 Continental breakfast  

 Lunch 

Conference seating is limited, so please 

register early. 

Workshop enrollment is on a first-come,                      

first-served basis. 

Registration is required and must 
be received by March 1. 

There is no registration at the door. 

http://jackhubley.com/wild-neighbors.htm
http://jackhubley.com/hershey-falconry.htm


For cancellation due to weather, call 

(717) 840-7408  

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that 
all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admis-
sion, and employment without regard to personal characteristics 
not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as determined 
by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is  the policy 
of the  University to maintain an academic and work environment 
free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania 
State University prohibits discrimination and harassment against 
any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, 
national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual orientation, or 
veteran status. 

Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will 
not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all 
inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative 
Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke 
Building, University Park, PA  16802-5901,Tel 814-865 47700/V, 
814-863-1150/TTY. 

Morning Agenda 

 8:00  Registration  
Join us for coffee and refreshments. 

 8:30  Welcome  

 8:45  Six Steps to a Pest Free Garden – Organically! 
Jessica Walliser 
Jessica outlines the pest control plan detailed in 
her book, Grow Organic. Using techniques  based 
on both Integrated Pest Management and             
natural-care gardening, this plan enables             
gardeners to manage any pest troubles safely, 
effectively and organically. Information about 
biological, botanical,  physical and mechanical 
controls is offered; and there’s plenty of practical 
and useful advice for boosting  a plant’s natural 
immune system. 

 9:45 Break (visit vendors & displays) 

10:00  Native Plants of the Northeast: Wild and Neat 
Claudia West  
So you think Natives are weedy and messy? This 
lecture debunks this myth and explores the             
aesthetic value of native plants and their highly 
attractive cultivars. We will explore how native 
species grow in the wild and translate this 
knowledge into powerful design principles for 
your landscape.  Enjoy and be inspired!  

11:00 Break (visit vendors & displays) 

11:15 Morning Breakout Sessions—Select One 
 

__Container Savvy 
Jessica Walliser  
Grow beautiful flowers, vegetables and fruits on 
your balcony or patio. Learn what kinds of             
containers to choose, what to fill them with, & 
how to care for your container garden through-
out the growing season. Favorite “container           
worthy” veggie varieties are highlighted as well 
as tips for reducing maintenance and watering 
chores. 
 
__Snakes: Venomous or not? 
Jack Hubley 
Jack shows us some of our native species with 
tips on identifying them at a safe distance. 
 

  
 

 

 

 Morning Breakout sessions (cont) 

 __Native Edibles for Suburban Landscapes 
Wendy Brister  
Native edibles can (and should) play an               
integral role in your landscape – providing 
structure, seasonal interest, as well as food. 
Eliminate the need to buy everything you eat 
and grow your own. 
 
__Organic Gardening for Newbies – Avoiding 
Beginner Mistakes 
Barbara Pleasant 
For new gardeners, the first three seasons are 
especially challenging because there is so 
much to learn. Which mistakes are you most 
likely to make, and how can you avoid them. 
Barbara will explore the top 10 sources of  
aggravation for newbies and share proven 
strategies for success. 
 

12:15 Lunch   

Afternoon Agenda 

 1:30 Afternoon Breakout Sessions—Select One 

 __Plant Community Based Design: Finding 
Successful Plants for Challenging Sites 
Claudia West   
Join us as we explore native plant solutions for 
challenging site conditions. This lecture will 
introduce you to fascinating details about 
plant adaptation to harsh environments,             
allowing species to thrive even on extreme 
sites. Discover beautiful and resilient native 
plants for typical problem spots in the land-
scape and learn which native plants can help 
you transform your garden into a lush paradise 
shared by people and pollinators alike. 
 

__The Pantry-Driven Garden 
Barbara Pleasant 
Whether you are growing food crops as the 
basis for your own food supply or to fill the 
coolers at  a local food pantry, this seminar 
covers proven strategies for growing, eating, 
storing and  preserving your homegrown             
veggies and fruits from someone who is doing 
it, award-winning  garden writer and Mother 
News contributing editor Barbara Pleasant. 

 

Afternoon Breakout Sessions (cont) 
 
 __Native Edibles for Suburban Landscapes 
 Wendy Brister (see AM for description) 
 
 __Aquatic Invasive Species and Water  

Gardening  
Diane Oleson 
A water garden is   fundamentally an           
outdoor aquarium managed by the          
gardener. Invasive plants can be ordered 
or purchased locally, and  unwelcome 
hitchhikers may accompany ordered           
materials. They can even be the plant     
materials used in the installation. This can 
be a problem not only in the garden, but 
invasive  plants are detrimental to our  
natural areas. Learn general information 
on aquatic  invasive species  and how to 
avoid introducing aquatic invasive species 
through water gardening. 
 

2:30  Break (visit vendors and displays) 
 
2:45  Critters Beyond Your Back Door  

Jack Hubley  
Learn about your wild neighbors.  The list 
includes mammals, birds of prey and 
snakes, most of which, at one time or   
another, can  be found in your back yard. 

 
3:45  Closing remarks 

                   GardenWise Registration 

Early Bird  (On or before 2/14/14):  $55.00  
Registration after 2/14/14:   $65.00 
Questions? Call Kelly at 717-840-7408 or e-mail 
ksf13@psu.edu 
 

Last Name  _____________ First Name __________        

Address___________________________________ 

City   _________________ State _____ Zip________ 

Phone_______________Email_________________ 

Amount enclosed: ______________ 

Registration must be received by March 1, 2014 

Registration is nonrefundable after March 1, 2014 

Cancellations requested before March 1 will be                   

refunded minus a $5.00 processing fee. 

Please make checks payable to:                                     
  PSCE Program Fund.        Or with credit card:  

                _ _ _ _ V i s a   _ _ _ _ M a s t e r C a r d 

Name on Card_________________________________                                           

Card Number: ________________________________                                         

Expiration date: (month/year)__________/__________  

Signature required______________________________ 
 

Box Lunch provided. Please check (√) here if you 

would prefer a vegetarian lunch______ 

Breakouts:  Please select (√) one breakout        

session for each time period.                                                   

   11:15 a.m.                                                     1:30 p.m.   

 

_____     Container Savvy na 

_____     Snakes na 

_____     Organic Gardening na 

_____     Native Edibles _____ 

na     Plant Community Design _____ 

na     Pantry Driven Garden _____ 

na     Aquatic Invasives _____ 

Mail to: Penn State Cooperative Extension  

Attn: Kelly / GardenWise 112 Pleasant Acres 

Road, York, PA 17402-9041 


